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It battered and scorched my bodl: igniting the pent-up

anger and sorrow within.
A sob welled at the thought of my three younger

sisters and mother when they were still ir"r Feng. Back

then, it felt as though our home was in an eternal

spring. At dusk, in the rain-bloom flelds, Yunshu, Heshi,

Sangshu, and I offered rvhispers of our dreams of lc'we, of

age, of adventure. lvlother always watched, settled u-nder

a nearby storm tree, r,r,ith a gentle smile reaching her

eyes. It had been three annuals since second-voungest

sister Sangshu married the I(ing. She'd be twenty-three

annuals if she n as alive. She is. Or so I toid rnyself"

Chuiliu rvas unaware of my sorrow as I shielded my

face fiom her, not lvanting my youngest sister to rvatch

as I crumble<i. I imagined the rain-bloom droplets lilting
into the sky lvith my own sap tears.

"Viill the seeds find them?" Chuiliu's eyes were like

earth,v moons.

"The natural gods and the wind will guide them."

A lie.

I, too, would soon be married to the I(ing. I couldn't

tell her I r,l,ould act as her seeking rain bloom, A11 she

had to do was wait for my return.
"Lufeng," Grandmother's voice drifted from behind.

"It is time,"

I patted Chuiliu's head, her dark needle threads

soft against the rough bark of my skin, and nudged her

towards the cluster of hollows making up our home
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in Feng. Reluctant at lirst, her shoulders

before she trotted away. Grandmother an.

she disappeared into the storm trees' er:

Two individuals must settle the :l

brider,r'ealth; they must be close-r'er no:

the soon-to-be-married couple's famri.=,

This w'as the first time marriage ne=

taking place in Feng.

M,v mother's sister, Xiangmu, anci Ci I
aunt, would rneet to negotiate the term. -

to the l{ing, The Palace grounds tore for-.:

ever closer to our home. Onll' throu=:
,,,r,ould there l-.e a chance to halt-or a: =

relentless expansions.

I foilou,ed Grandmother a\4,av from :- .
the edge of Feng and waited for Copper : -

\['e stood obscured by large storn-r:.
shifting, like a slice of dark skr ani : -

u'ithin the naturall,v serrated edges Dr-' ,

wind, the tree brewed small hurric3ire. :
a flurry cf branches and trunks interr'.,. -:

soft tickies graced our fingertips u'h::
storm leaves aside, like collected dust, r, -
soft tumbleweeds.

The gates of the Palace,vau'neci llke :.
freshly dug grave, Settled on top of a b ,-.'
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Traveler, Copper towered over both the Palace guards,

whose machines rvere half the height of hers. They

flanked Copper both ahead and behind, adorned in
pooling black cloaks with the hoods drawn up, hanging

just before the lips. The controlled strides of the Travelers'

mechanical legs creaked metallically, resouuding

between the Palace and Feng. Copper and the Palace

guards moved forth in a rhythm, too steady, on their
Travelers, u,ith silver legs, feet, and talons resembling

those of birds.

The Palace was too far-an hour away by wind, far

less on a Traveler-for the eyes and ears of those who

lived within the Palace, Land'Wanderers. But the souud

met us early. The sarne with sight. Even Grandmother,

ancient in her age, could see e\€ry detail of a single

feather on a bird's wing several gusts of winds away, I had

heard Land Wanderers had no such capabilities,

The u'alls extending skywards around the Palace

grazed the ciouds. The Palace itself seerned encased in
a bone rnold-rigid, still... dead. Few had seen past the

u,alls. Along the bottom, there were more waiting tiles,

stacked on top of uprooted trees and dead undergrowth

iike feeble fingers, clutching, scraping, futile.

If I had the power, if the rvind ever allowed-though
I knerv the natural gods were never in favor of chaos-
I would shou, the I(ing what it rvas like to have his home

threatened, to feel attacked, to be afraid. And I would

mock his terror: in silence.
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At the abrupt end of the bone-trlec 
-:

forth with the r,vidth of a larse forest sr:

halted in unison halfway to Feng. The 
= -

Copper continued forth alone. Her sntr-ri--r

and slender arms were so unlike olrr .,'
faces and caned branch limbs. Her rrhi:.
her hood frarned her iace. I winced rrher- :

of her Traveler sank into the grass,'irll..

step, leaving scars, marring our land.

When Copper neared, seemingi','

later, though the sun had alreaCr'9ofLr . :

shadows and trailed behind-unsec.n r---

she made for Aunt Xiangmu's hcn. -

of Feng.

The lr\rind V/alkers exited therr. h,r,-

with bowed heads as the I(inqs ar::.
marveled at the Traveler; some s.ii:-
feu, r,vithdrerv into their homes, t1... .-=.

i+'hiie others stood, I'eet bracrne b,'r. . .

them and the wind hovering nea: t...
we borrowed for travel. anci other r- --
for strengLh.

Each step Copper's Traveler toci. -

organs of Feng.I reimagined the S:-,:,,--.:

Traveler's legs as my fingers, and rr.. --

crumbling beneath the talons.

:=z-

=11=



=ll=

c_-g)

'suolet aql qluauaq Euqqtun.re

Fos aq] su Sury aq] puu 'sra8ug Lru su s8al s..ra1arrurl

aqr taddo3 se puno.r8 aql paur8ururar 1 '3ua1;o suuS"ro

alp oIuI parrard lool ralalBrl s,raddo3 dals qcuS

'q+Suarls ro;
pa#\oJJoq a,4 sarur] Jeqlo puE 'la^uJl JoJ peMoJroq a^t

sarullaruos-tuarl] JBeu Surraloq pultt aql puu ulaql
qleauaq r{lree eql qloq Buraurq }aal /poo}s srar{lo epq^t

l)guroq oo1 lq8rs eql 'sauoq rrer{} o}u!.4{aJpq]r.u lvlaJ

B luro)s qlpr paJBls aluos lJalaAEJJ arll lE pala^rBru

eruos 'passrd lunu s,8ur; aql sE speal{ pa,\\oq qllr\

PaqrlElv\ puE s,^',\olloq 4aql Pelxa sraIIB/rN Pul.,}il. aql
'3ua1;o

ueaq aql JEeu auoq s,mu8uury lunv JoJ aperu eqs

sB-pJBequn puB uaasun-Purqaq PalrBJ] PUB s/!{.opBqs

eq] olul pallaru 1 'auo8 ipearp peq uns aql q8notli'ralu1

sluauroru l.1uo dl8utuaas 'paJuau .raddo3 uaqlN
'sPuBI rno Surrreru 'srecs 3u1.,rea1 'da1s

qcna qlpt Burloo.rdn 'sser8 aq] olui {uBs Jala,{Er1 JaqJo

suolBl lBlatu aq] uaq^r pa)ur1y\ I 'aJBr raq pauBIJ pooq raq

:Par\ollq lBolr alrqa raH 'squrT q)uBrq PaArB) PUB sa)BJ

>1ruq q8nor ulvro Jno a{lpn os aJart sruJB Japuols puu

uDIs pazuoJQ'gloorus JaH'auolu quoJ panurluoe.raddo3
'palBarlar sp.renB at11 'Bua1 o1r(um;pq uosrun ur paliuq

aal{} arn 'tucar}s lseJoJ a8rel e Jo qtpr.tr aql qllm r{],roJ

Suiqclarls qtud pa1r1-auoq arlt Jo pua ldn.rqu aq] tv

ONIA 3HJ UYAN I]YlYd Y

=0[=-

'a)uelis ur .

Plno.4/r I puv'ple4E aq oj 'pa{)Eu? i;:-
auorl srq a,\Er.l oJ a{rl sE.\\ 1l leq... :'; '; . -

-soEtlJ Jo JOABJ UI Janau a-Ia.\\ SDr,-: ': --: -

Ll8noqr-pa.\\olle ra.\a pul.r aq: :, - = -
'airlnJ'8urde::s'Eui',-:--.': . ---.'

ql,r,ro.r3.r;1>r"lI1 pEaD puP saerl P)r - -- .

'sa1t1 8ut1tn,vr aJotu ala.\\ a]aql 'Lurr--r,: --
eql ]sud uJas pELI .\\el 'pPaD ' :-- : : --
ur pesB)ua paruaas Jlaslr alEi?i r. - i _ -

aJeled aq] punorP sprP \\ iI. :l'.-. : :

'sarlrlrqede: qJns ou pEL- :-:-:: -:
puq 1 {e,ne spur,!\Jo slsn6 1e:a res :-'; . . . :-
o18urs E Jo lrelJp n;a.r,: aas ptl , . ::, -

tar{lourpuEJg ua^f lq8rs rltr \\ ;--r:: : -

Punos aql lnfl 'sJa.rapuE.\ puEl 'rr.-: - - _

or{,tt asoq} Jo sJEa pue sa-ta aqt r.:-,- :
rBJ 'pur^\ ,(q ,(e,,vre Jnor{ ue-J€-J Llrrr r:','.

Eurlqurasa; suolut puE ']aal 's8ai ra .- . -
rraqi uo '.(pea1s oo1 'uql.iql p u -r-- : .

a)BIEd aq] pue :addo3 'Eua1 pur :r:': l

Surptrnosar '.(11err11etaru palpi- r .; -.

,sJalaAE.rI aqlJo saPrJls pallolluor a'ui.i ),:

Sur8ueq'dn u,tterp spooq eql r{tr.\\ >r-: l
uI PauJopB 'pulqaq PUB pEaqE qtLr c -:
,(aq1 'slaq yo lq8raq aq] -llEq ara.,., ::-
'spren8 ef,Eled aq] qloq Je.\o pJr)\',. - -:-

)N\II I\



AI JIANG

Near the entrance of Aunt Xiangmu's home sat

Copper's Traveler, legs withdrawn, the half-shell body

settled on the ground. Without her machine, Copper's

height u,as swallowed by the holiow's intertwined

roots reaching endlessly upwards, roofless. Beneath,

branches wormed down into the earth, rippling. Storm

vines hung from leaning hollow trunks, making it
almost impossible to see inside-aimost. The w-oven

branch walls rippied every t'ew seconds, ailorving small

glimpses into the earthy chamber, now an intruded-

upon haven. i liked to call these homes eyes for the way

they blinked.

I crouched on the other side of a shifting opening,

caught a rippling, and tugged it to widen the gap.

During prior negotiations, Aunt Xianglrru would

glide as if on clouds towards the Palace, guided by

the w-ind, rvhile my sisters, Grandmother, and I bid

her a silent fareweil half-hidden behind the walls of

Feng-tangled, spiraling in place like churning clouds,

rumbling storms. Perhaps this slight change, bringing
a member of the Palace to us, meant we were making

progress in reclaiming our lands. Or perhaps the I(ing

was only toying with us-giving us false hope before

taking it arval'.

Chuiliu tugged at my cloak. Even at full height, she

only lsngh.d my hip, and I was shorter than most from
Feng, only past five feet, halfway to six. "Fengfeng."

The Feng-Phoenix-in my name rvas not the same
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meaning as the Feng, Wind, of our

youngest sister, still having difficulties '.,

tones, always made the same mistake
"Feng-" I raised a finger to mr lir:

her closer as I leaned down tori'arc
Chuiliu was naturally quiet, her rrr,.
thunderous with only the u,ind againsr

single cricket's call.

She lorvered her voice until it u'as =,
"'What are you doing?"

"Vhtching. Listening." I ri'rapped -:
her slight frame and brought her to a .,

of braided and tangled branche,s 'c1..

i-rollow. The only thing distingurshrr=
one another was the newness of h.:
loose, as though thev u'ould unr:.,.-
passing breeze.

I clutcl'red Chuiliu's hand harc=:.

clutching mine. In an unexpectcd -..:-
behind me, offering rhythmic pats ih.e ..
used to soothe us all. Though she -,,. .,
often her maturity surprised me.

Together, we watched the negot-::, -

Aunt Xiangmu sat across from Coppe

hollow, one that remained ernpn'else r-

settled on top of a scarred table made :r
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of our ancestors, their faces lit by a single candle

Copper had brought with her, now almost burnt out.

I winced as drops of melted wax met the table, as if
burning our dead.

Each aunt had an emptied shell filled with tea made

from riverside herbs. We didn't need such things, but

rve understood Land Wanderers required different

nourishment.'Water, soil, sunlight, and mooniightwere

enough to sustain us. Land W.anderers were always

picky, according to Aunt Xiangmu. Yet my younger

sisters were always eager, hungry, to hear more about

the Palace and its people. There's nothing better than our

home, I used to remind them, as Grandmother would

me. My sisters would sulk and return to playing in the

rain-bloom fields, or sometimes past those, swinging or

crawling through vineyard thickets.

Copper pulled a second candle frorn her white cloak.

In Feng, we only borrowed Moonglorvs, tiny insects

carrying the moon's light in their bodies, and we always

allowed them to leave when they wished. 'We didn't
need the light for our eyesight adjusted to the time of
moon. Moonglolvs were mainly for company, comfort,

celebration. Yunshu and Heshi had a habit of beckoning

Moonglows into their hairs, complimenting one another

on the beauty of their needle threads. Chuiliu liked

to stare in silence, wordless, at the lv{oonglows with a

small grin.

But there was also a different type of Moonglow with
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the same name, which grew where theu
in trees, a slow juggle across the skr-.

injured or nearing death, Ivloonglou r

mixed, poured down throats, churned r

to heal, to purify. It felt like the dim re<

sun at dawn, a small embrace during t
sometimes, it was used for tea.

"Thank you," Aunt Xiangmu begar

tongue of Land W'anderers, gesturing to
of Copper. "For coming all the u'av her,

It was a strange clang and clink of ,.

together like gears. Even though rve kner+'

bare rninimum-most of us had no reasor

we encountered Palace folk. I'd knorrn r

tongue than that of the wind-Breath
ieavings of air frorn our lungs to shapr

spoke-until I turned twenty a feri- ann
"'Well, the l(ing wanted to extend hr:

Wind Walkers. The situation has been u

our people, hasn't it?" Copper took a si;

nose. "It's cold."
"Is it not to your liking?" Aunt Iian

of her own tea, unfazed.

Copper pressed her-lips together.
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